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Chili Cobblesione

To Be Opent

Schgol

&

- By BETSY BUES

The Town of Chili, which for 13
years has planned to restore a one-room
cobblestone schoolhouse (above), will
open it this summer as a museum, says
Supervisor George K. Lusk. '

This was his reaction when asked
about an offer from the Chili' Histori-
cal Society to take over the project.

The society, headed by Mrs. George
P. Smith, this week asked permission
to restore the school, charging that the
‘town has left it “vacant and deterior-

ating” for the 13 years it has had the '

property.

In a letter sent to the Town Board,
the society said “. . . this committee be-
lieves that the Chili Historical Society
is the logical body to effect the restora-
tion.” i

Lusk’s reaction: ‘This schoolhouse
is town property, and will never be

deeded over to the hlstorlcal society

while I'm supervisor.”

Lusk said the ceiling has been 1o

plastered and plans are under .way to

have school benches wreplaced, and the
floor oiled, so fhe building can be open
as a toewn museum by this summer.
He said Mrs, Ruth McFee, town his-
torian, will be in charge of the restora-
tion, as she is the “loglcalI person” to
do 1t Lusk has set ‘up a meetmg Feb.
25 with Mrs. McFee and a town com-
mittee to work on the restoration,

The schoolhouse, which is located on
Scottsville Road near the Morgan Road,
is more than 100 years old. It is on
property—originally owned by the Shef-
fer family—which was deeded to Chili
School District 4 in 1828. It was used
as a school until 1952 when the district
turned it over to the town.

According to Mrs. Smith, the school-
house is the only one in the county
which can -still be resfored, since any
others have been bought and 1en0vated
as homes. . .

The late Louis Wehle donated 3500‘
for its restoration and the town chipped

in an additional $500, said Lusk. -



